
Last Monday morning meetings with our teams ,  final

log-ins to our internship email addresses ,  and teary

digital Zoom goodbyes filled our December as our

internships and classes came to a close .  Before we

begin our preparation for our final semester ,  we are so

excited to share with you this final edition of the G-18

Briefing .  In it ,  we ’ll wrap up our coursework ,  giving

some insight into our concluding class meetings and

thoughts ,  introduce you to the remaining members of

our incredible cohort ,  and shine a spotlight on a few

community-building events .  We hope you ’ve enjoyed

following us on this journey ,  and look forward to

hearing from you next time as full-fledged Oxy-at-the-

UN alumni (on and off LinkedIn ! ) .
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Above: A detailed view of the General Assembly Hall. Courtesy of UN Photo/Cia Pak
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HUMAN  R IGHTS  AND  THE  UN :

UNUSUAL  ENTRY  PO INTS  

CLASS  CONCLUS IONSCLASS  CONCLUS IONSCLASS  CONCLUS IONS    

&  WRAP  UP&  WRAP  UP&  WRAP  UP

The  l a s t  f ew  c l a s s e s  o f  P ro f e s s o r  Ro th s ch i l d ’ s  cou r s e

i n c l uded  a  deepe r  s yn the s i s  o f  e v e r y t h i ng  we  had  co v e r ed

i n  c l a s s  t hu s  f a r :  e xp l o r a t i on  o f  t h e  human  r i gh t s  s y s t em ,  a s

we l l  a s  t h e  a t t a c k s  on  t h e  Human  R i gh t s  Counc i l  (HRC ) ,

Spec i a l  Rappo r t eu r s ,  and  e spec i a l l y  ac t i v i s t s  and  c i v i l

s o c i e t y  o r gan i z a t i on s  who  make  change  happen  on  t h e

g r ound .  We ’ v e  a l s o  ana l y z ed  s ome  o f  t h e  UN  Membe r  S t a t e s ’

a t t a c k s  on  t h e  human  r i gh t s  f r amewo r k ,  and  we ’ v e

d i s cu s s ed  t h e  w i thd r awa l  o f  t h e  US  f r om  t h e  HRC .  We ’ v e

a l s o  ana l y z ed  t h e  US '  Commi s s i on  on  Una l i e nab l e  Human

R i gh t s  (20 1 9 )  wh i ch  a t t emp ted  t o  c r e a t e  a  h i e r a r ch y

be tween  human  r i gh t s .  

I n  a  s im i l a r  v e i n ,  we  con t i nued  t o  e xam ine  t h e  way s

“ s e xua l i t y ”  and  “gende r ”  a r e  o f t en  s i t e s  whe r e  human  r i gh t s

a r e  con t e s t ed .  One  c l a s s  e xam ined  how  v a r i ou s  r e l i g i ou s

f undamen t a l i sms ,  w i th  f o o t ho l d s  i n  t h e  UN  s y s t em ,  tw i s t

t h e  l a nguage  o f  r i gh t s  and  u se  i t  i n  a  d i s c r im ina t o r y  way

aga i n s t  g r oup s  o f  peop l e  ba s ed  on  i d e a s  abou t  t h e i r  gende r

o r  s e xua l i t y .  F i n a l l y ,  we ’ v e  l o o ked  a t  t h e  e xamp l e s

i l l u s t r a t i ng  t h a t  change  i ndeed  comes  bo t t om -up :  f r om

g r a s s r oo t s  o r gan i z i ng  a r ound  t h e  g l obe ,  t o  change s  i n  l o c a l

and  na t i ona l  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  and  t h en  f i n a l l y  t o  change  i n

i n t e r n a t i ona l  no rms  and  con ven t i on s .
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THE  UN ITED  NAT IONS  &

CONFL ICT  PREVENT ION

CLASS  CONCLUS IONSCLASS  CONCLUS IONSCLASS  CONCLUS IONS    

                  &  WRAP  UP  CONT .&  WRAP  UP  CONT .&  WRAP  UP  CONT .

The  f i n a l  c l a s s e s  o f  P ro f e s s o r  Fome r and ’ s  cou r s e  added

s y s t em i c  p r e v en t i on  (how  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  web  o f  i n t e r n a t i ona l

t r e a t i e s  and  l aw s  t o  gua rd  aga i n s t  v i o l en ce )  t o  ou r  p r e v i ou s

d i s cu s s i on s  on  ope r a t i ona l  and  s t r u c t u r a l  p r e v en t i on .  Us i ng

th i s  l e n s ,  we  l o o ked  a t  t h r e e  t op i c s :  c l ima t e  change  and

(o ve r )popu l a t i on ,  t r an sna t i ona l  o r gan i z ed  c r ime ,  and ,  bu t  o f

cou r s e ,  t h e  ongo i ng  COV ID - 1 9  pandem i c .  I n  do i ng  s o ,  we

we r e  cha l l e nged  t o  ana l y z e  wha t  connec t i on s  we  s e e  among

the  v a r i ou s  f a c t o r s  t h a t  l e ad  t o  and  e xa ce rba t e  t h e s e  i s s u e s

a s  we l l  a s  t h e i r  t h r e a t  t o  and  r am i f i c a t i on s  on  i n t e r n a t i ona l

peace  and  s e cu r i t y .  Add i t i ona l l y ,  we  app l i ed  ou r

unde r s t and i ng  o f  UN  s i l o i ng  and  ( f a i l e d )  mu l t i l a t e r a l i sm  t o

con s i d e r  t h e  s ho r t  and  l o ng - t e rm  impac t s  o f  t h e s e  i s s u e s

and  how  we  s aw  t h em  p l a y  ou t  e v e r y  da y  du r i ng  ou r  v a r i ou s

i n t e r n sh i p  s i t e s .

Be f o r e  a  s ad  f a r ewe l l  o ve r  Zoom ,  P ro f .  Fome r and  s ha r ed

w i t h  u s  an  impo r t an t  quo t e  t h a t  we ’ l l  l e a v e  he r e  f o r  y ou  t o

d i g e s t  and  t h i n k  on :

“ I  o f f e r  t h e  b l u n t  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  h a s  n o
p u r p o s e s  - a n d  c a n  h a v e  n o n e  -  o f  i t s  o w n .   I t  i s ,  a b o v e  a l l ,

a  t o o l ,  a n d ,  l i k e  o t h e r  t o o l s ,  i t  h a s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  a n d
l i m i t a t i o n s ,  b u t  n o t  p u r p o s e s . . . I t s  m e m b e r s  h a v e  p u r p o s e s ,
c h a n g i n g  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  c o n f l i c t i n g ,  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  h a v e

i t  t o  s e r v e ,  a s  h a v e  a l s o  i t s  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  a n d  o t h e r
s e c r e t a r i a t  o f f i c i a l s "  -  I n i s  C l a u d e  t h e  C h a n g i n g  U n i t e d

N a t i o n s .  N Y :  R a n d o m  H o u s e  1 9 6 8 ,  p .  x v i i
 

No te  f r om  J a cque s :  C l aude  was  wrong  on  on l y  one  po i n t .  We

wou ld  ha ve  t oda y  a  b roade r  de f i n i t i o n  o f  wha t  he  had  i n

m ind  w i th  t h e  t e rm   "membe r s " . . .



He l l o !  My  name  i s  O l i v i a  Sh i nne r s  and  I  am

cu r r en t l y  i n t e r n i ng  w i th  UNDP ' s  H IV ,  Hea l t h

and  Deve l opmen t  (HHD )  t e am .  I  ha ve  been

suppo r t i ng  t h e  l a unch  o f  t h e  COV ID - 1 9  L aw

Lab ,  a  r epo s i t o r y  o f  l aw s  t h a t  coun t r i e s  ha ve

imp l emen t ed  i n  r e spon s e  t o  t h e  pandem i c .

The  da t aba s e  i s  en v i s aged  a s  a  t o o l  f o r

ana l y s i s  t o  en su r e  t h a t  l aw s  p ro t e c t  t h e

hea l t h  and  we l l b e i ng  o f  i nd i v i dua l s  and

commun i t i e s ,  and  t h a t  t h e y  adhe r e  t o

i n t e r n a t i ona l  human  r i gh t s  s t anda rd s .  I t  ha s

been  c r i t i c a l  t o  u se  l e s s on s  l e a r ned  f r om

the  H IV  pandem i c  t o  i n f o rm  co r ona v i r u s

pandem i c  r e spon s e s ,  and  I  am  t h r i l l e d  t o

wo r k  w i th  a  t e am  commi t t ed  t o  t h i s

i n i t i a t i v e !

H i ,  Th i s  s emes t e r ,  I  wo r ked  f o r  t h e  SDG

In t eg r a t i on  t e am  a t  UNDP  a s  a  po l i c y

r e s e a r ch  i n t e r n .  My  b i gge s t  p ro j e c t  was

p r o v i d i ng  s uppo r t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  pub l i c a t i on

o f  “ Impac t  o f  Cov i d - 1 9  on  t h e  SDGs , ”  he l p i ng

i den t i f y  gap s  i n  t h e  r epo r t  and  ga the r i ng

quan t i t a t i v e  da t a .  I  am  t h r i l l e d  t h a t  t h i s

s t ud y  r e a ched  a  w ide  aud i ence ,  and  I  hope

tha t  po l i c ymake r s  and  coun t r y  o f f i c e s  t a k e

the  f i nd i ng s  i n t o  con s i d e r a t i on  when

mov i ng  f o rwa rd  w i th  t h e i r  po s t -pandem i c

r e co v e r y  p l an s .  

MEET  THE  

F INAL  FEW  MEMBERS

OF  THE  COHORT

OL IV IA  SH INNERS  

AMY  KANG  

Read Amy's Report Here:
 Impact of COVID-19 on the SDGs

https://sdgintegration.undp.org/sites/default/files/Impact_of_COVID-19_on_the_SDGs.pdf


ASHLEY  AULEST IA
H i !  My  name  i s  Ash l e y  Au l e s t i a  and  I  wo r k  f o r

t h e  Pe rmanen t  Mi s s i on  o f  Co s t a  R i c a .  As  an

i n t e r n  i n  t h e  l e g a l  commi t t e e ,  I ’ v e  been  t h e

po i n t  pe r s on  f o r  mu l t i p l e  r e s o l u t i on

nego t i a t i on s  r e ga rd i ng  t h e  COV ID - 1 9  Spec i a l

S e s s i on ,  Peacebu i l d i ng  A r ch i t e c t u r e  Rev i ew ,

and  Su s t a i n ab l e  F i s he r i e s  and  t h e  L aw  o f  t h e

Sea .  Beyond  t h e  S i x t h  Commi t t e e ,  I ’ v e  co v e r ed

Secu r i t y  Counc i l  mee t i ng s ,  i n f o rma l

c on su l t a t i on s ,  and  G roup  o f  F r i end s  mee t i ng s .

Th i s  e xpe r i en ce  ha s  e xpo s ed  me  t o  s o  much !  I

f e e l  I  ha ve  a  s o l i d  unde r s t and i ng  o f  d i f f e r en t

coun t r y  po s i t i o n s  on  ce r t a i n  i s s u e s ,  I ’m

comfo r t ab l e  w i th  t h e  UN  l i n go ,  and  I ’ v e

r ed i s c o v e r ed  t h e  a r t  o f  pa t i ence  a s  t h e r e  a r e

s o  s o  many  s t ep s  t h a t  mus t  occu r  be f o r e

a ch i e v i ng  a  s ub s t an t i v e  ou t come .  I  hope  t o

f i n i s h  my  i n t e r n sh i p  s t r ong  and  am  e x c i t ed  f o r

t h e  oppo r t un i t i e s  t o  come .

He l l o  e v e r y one !  My  name  i s  Emma  Ha rwood

and  I  am  a  D ip l omac y  and  Wor l d  A f f a i r s  Ma j o r

i n t e r n i ng  w i th  t h e  UNHCR ,  t h e  UN  Re fugee

Agenc y .  My  da y  t o  da y  r e spon s i b i l i t i e s  ma in l y

i n c l ude  a t t end i ng  mee t i ng s  and  p r epa r i ng

b r i e f  r epo r t s  t a i l o r ed  t o  UNHCR ’ s  i n t e r e s t s .  I

h a v e  mon i t o r ed  mee t i ng s  a l l  o ve r  t h e  UN

s y s t em  a r ound  t op i c s  r e l a t i ng  t o  c l ima t e

change ,  g l oba l  r e f ugee  c r i s e s ,  and  con f l i c t

p r e v en t i on ,  among  o the r  ke y  i s s u e s .  I  ha ve  a l s o

con t r i bu t ed  t o  l o ng - t e rm  p ro j e c t s ,  s u ch  a s  a

comp rehen s i v e  s umma r y  o f  t h e  Th i r d

Commi t t e e  i n  i t s  7 5 th  s e s s i on  and  an

ana l y t i c a l  da t aba s e  o f  UN  peacekeep i ng  and

spec i a l  po l i t i c a l  mi s s i on s .  Wha t  I  f i nd  t o  be

mos t  f a s c i n a t i ng  abou t  my  e xpe r i en ce

i n t e r n i ng  a t  UNHCR  i s  t h e  way s  i n  wh i ch  i t  ha s

a l t e r ed  and  e xpanded  my  ca r e e r  t r a j e c t o r y .  As

someone  who  was  p r ima r i l y  i n t e r e s t ed  i n

r e s e a r ch i ng  r e f ugee  c r i s e s  i n  t h e  Midd l e  Ea s t

and  No r t h  A f r i c a ,  i n t e r n i ng  a t  a  g l oba l  agenc y

ha s  a l l owed  me  t o  t o  de ve l op  new  i n t e r e s t s

t h a t  comp l emen t  my  e x i s t i ng  one s .

EMMA  HARWOOD



H i ,  my  name  i s  Mad i s on !  I  i n t e r ned  f o r  t h e

Gua t ema l a  Mi s s i on  t o  t h e  UN  w i th  a  f o cu s  on

the  Peacebu i l d i ng  Commi s s i on  and  t h e  Gene r a l

A s s emb l y ’ s  4 th  Commi t t e e  wh i ch  dea l s  w i th

deco l on i z a t i on  and  s pec i a l  po l i t i c a l  mat t e r s .

Wh i l e  I  ha ve  l e a r ned  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  p i l l a r s  o f

t he  UN  a r e  i n t e r tw i ned ,  my  pa r t i c u l a r  a r e a  o f

i n t e r e s t  r ema i n s  peace  and  con f l i c t .  I  am

look i ng  f o rwa rd  t o  u s i ng  wha t  I  ha ve  l e a r ned

abou t  t h e  UN  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  and  pe rhap s  e v en

wo r k  f o r  t h e  UN  one  da y .

H i  t h e r e !  Th i s  pa s t  s emes t e r  I  i n t e r ned  f o r  t h e

Pe rmanen t  Mi s s i on  o f  Gua t ema l a  t o  t h e  UN .

My  wo r k  cen t e r ed  a r ound  t h e  UN ' s  Th i r d

Commi t t e e ,  wh i ch  f o cu s e s  on  human  r i gh t s  

 and  s o c i a l ,  human i t a r i a n ,  and  cu l t u r a l  i s s u e s .

I  was  ab l e  t o  s i t  i n  on  Th i r d  Commi t t e e

mee t i ng s ,  and  ana l y z e  a s  we l l  a s  r epo r t  on

the  d i f f e r en t  s t ance s  o f  coun t r i e s  i n  r e ga rd  t o

d i f f e r en t  i s s u e s .  I  a l s o  wro t e  r epo r t s  on  t h e

i n f o rma t i on  p ro v i d ed  by  s pec i a l  r appo r t eu r s

on  i s s u e s  s u ch  a s  mig r a t i on  and  t h e  impac t  o f

COV ID - 1 9  on  human  r i gh t s  a r ound  t h e  wo r l d .

Ge t t i ng  t o  be t t e r  unde r s t and  t h e  i n ne r

wo r k i ng s  o f  t h e  UN  was  v e r y  f a s c i n a t i ng ,

e spec i a l l y  a f t e r  ha v i ng  l e a r ned  abou t  t h e  UN

th r oughou t  my  academ i c  j o u r ne y  a t  Oxy .  I  am

exc i t ed  t o  s e e  how  t h i s  e xpe r i en ce  w i l l  i n f o rm

my  f u t u r e  p ro f e s s i ona l  endea vo r s .   

MEET  THE  

GUATEMALA  MISS ION

INTERNS

MAD ISON  TAGGART

DARLA  CHAVEZ  CHAVEZ



Th r oughou t  t h e  UN  s emes t e r ,  t h e  G - 1 8  de f i n i t e l y  wo r ked

ha rd .  Du r i ng  t h e  s emes t e r  we  f o und  way s  t o  connec t

r emo t e l y ,  t o  s ha r e  e xpe r i en ce s  and  i d e a s ,  and  t o  s uppo r t

one  ano the r .  Wi th  t h i s  i n  mind ,  i n  o rde r  t o  ce l eb r a t e  t h e

w r ap  up  o f  t h e  p rog r am ,  we  dec i ded  t o  do  a  t i e -dye  e v en t

and  a  wrap -up  pa r t y !  Ge t t i ng  t o  pe r s ona l i z e  ou r  s h i r t s  was

a  f un  way  t o  l e t  ou r  c r e a t i v i t y  s h i n e  t h r ough ,  We  a l s o

showca s ed  ou r  new  de s i gn s  i n  ou r  l a s t  c l a s s ,  wh i ch  was  a

f un  tw i s t  t o  ou r  u sua l  ou t f i t s .  Du r i ng  ou r  wrap  up  pa r t y ,

we  we re  ab l e  t o  r e f l e c t  on  a l l  t h a t  we  ac comp l i s h ed

th r oughou t  t h e  s emes t e r  and  go t  t o  d i s cu s s  wha t  we  hope

f o r  t h i s  upcom ing  s emes t e r .  A l t hough  t h e  UN  p rog r am

may  be  o ve r ,  ou r  t ime  a s  t h e  G - 1 8  w i l l  f o r e v e r  be  i n  ou r

memo r i e s !   

Final Thoughts:

Overall, this has been a wonderful, challenging semester through which we gained a lot

of knowledge we will use for years to come! Thank you for following along and don’t

hesitate to reach out to any one of us if you have any questions! We’re happy to help the

next cohort thrive :)

COHORT  WRAP  UP !

Thanks for Reading!  Don't forget to follow us on Instagram @OxyattheUN

LAST  BUT  NOT  LEAST ,

Newsletter made by: Maya Angulo, Nina Srdić Hadži-Nešić, & Darla Chavez Chavez 


